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Kim Noyes, 
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Kelly Lane,              
Assistant Principal 

1860 S. Chelton Rd.  
Colorado Springs, CO 

80910 

(719) 579-2155/56 

Fax (719) 538-1383 

School Hours: 

Monday                    
9:45 AM - 3:15 PM 

Tuesday - Friday     
8:00 AM - 3:15 PM 

Important Dates: 

Dec 02 - Food Drive 
Sierra HS @ 11:30 AM 

Dec 09 -  1st Grade 
Musical @ 5:00 PM 

Dec 11 - Food Drive 
Sierra HS @ 11:30 AM 

Dec 16 - End of  
2nd Quarter 

Dec 17 thru Jan 05 
Winter Break 

Jan 06 - Students 
Return to school 

November 2019 

Centennial      
Elementary 

School 

Principal’s Corner 
Dear Centennial Families,   
We want to wish you and your family a happy holiday season! This school year is 
moving along quickly.  Soon our students will be completing their middle of 
year assessments, so we are able to measure their learning and growth over the 
course of the first semester!  Students and staff have been working hard and 
we are confident students will show wonderful growth on these Reading and Math 
assessments!  We want to take a moment to tell you that it has been our  
pleasure working with your children throughout the school year thus far.  As a 
school, we have so much to be proud of, and we are so appreciative of our 
amazing students, our wonderful staff, and our supportive families as we work 
together to navigate this unique time.  We are grateful for the amazing       
community and the amazing teamwork this year!     

At Centennial, we are lucky to have several amazing community partners who 
support our school.  Community partners help make our school awesome!  We 
want to thank all of our community partners at Pikes Peak United Way, Catholic 
Charities, Solid Rock, Discovery Church, Care and Share, Megan Brown, The 
Street Soldierz, The Colorado Springs Police Department, Toys for Tots, and all of 
the staff who helped with sponsoring our families for the holidays this year!  We 
also want to thank all of our food service volunteers who are helping deliver food 
including Daniel Loa, Woody Longmire, our volunteer student drivers, and            
Ms. Miller. Together, we are proving that our CES Community is Southeast 
Strong!.  

We are extremely grateful to have 
your students in our school.  Serving 
this community is something we are 
both very passionate about because 
at Centennial, we believe we have the 
best students, parents, families, staff, 
and community!  We hope you and 
your family have a wonderful holiday 
season and enjoy the upcoming  Winter 
Break!  Have a safe and happy holiday 
season filled with family and friends!   

Achievement NOW, 

Mrs. Noyes, Principal   Mr. Lane, Assistant Principal   

  December 2021 



Kindergarten News 
November has flown by and it has been a very busy month! We 
hope that all our families had a wonderful and restful Thanksgiving 
break.  

In December, reading will find us continuing to work on our reading 
skills and finding the main idea in a story. Please continue to work 
with your student on their sight words and letters and sounds. 
Weight, length, height, and volume is our focus in math. We will also 
continue to work number writing and counting. Writing finds us   
continuing to work on sentences and making sure that we have 
capital letters, punctuation and correct spacing.  

Please continue to send a jacket with your student to school each day and please check your student’s 
folder each night for important information, as well as their nightly homework. Remember, homework is 
due on Fridays, and needs to be completed by the student. We want to wish all our kindergarten families a 
wonderful holiday season. 
 

First Grade News 
First grade is in full swing and we are seeing a lot of growth in the students! As a reminder, homework is 

one lesson of math and one lesson of reading on iReady and practice sight 
words nightly. Also, please make sure to label your child’s belongings. If 
your student loses any of their belongings you may come and check the 
lost and found located next to the cafeteria. 

In reading we are working hard to become fluent readers. This means being 
able to read passages quickly and accurately. To do this, students need to 
have a good foundation of sight words. We are currently on list 8, which 
means we have learned 80 sight words already this year. Please let your 
student’s teacher know if you need extra copies of the sight word lists. 

In math we have been working hard on building fluency with addition and 
subtraction within 20. Moving forward we will focus on being able to count 
more efficiently. We will also be learning how to identify what a word     
problem is asking us to do. To help support your child please continue to 
work on simple addition within 10. 

 

Second Grade News 
It has been another busy month of reading! In phonics, we are learning 
about long vowel patterns (especially o, u, and a). We have also been  
working hard to segment and blend CVC and CVCe words with accuracy. 
We practice grade level fluency texts each day to help improve the 
speed and accuracy of our reading. During comprehension, we are 
learning about characters, setting and plot with regards to our 2nd 
grade Wonders texts. Each day, we continue to practice our sight 
words. We are improving every day! 

Students are learning to become independent writers. We have been  
writing 8 sentence paragraphs based on a text they have read. I have 
been walking the students through the process. Coming up with topic   
sentences and brainstorming ideas for our details. After Thanksgiving,  
I am hoping to release them to do more on their own instead of me   
walking them through. I will still guide their writing, but we will work on creating our own ideas. 

 



Second Grade News (Continued) 
In math this month, we will finish up Module 4, which is addition and subtraction to 200 and word problems 
to 100. We have been using our place value charts and place value disks to add and subtract 3-digit       
numbers (the chip model). We are learning to compose tens and hundreds when adding, and to decompose 
tens and hundreds when subtracting. We are relating the place value chart to the addition and subtraction 
algorithms. We are learning so much, and it is fun, fun, fun!!!  

Third Grade News 
Hello third grade families! Here we are in December and I feel like I just finished writing November’s    
newsletter!  

In reading and writing we’re digging into the space unit. Students are learning about some of the most    
influential people involved in space exploration such as Galileo and Neil Armstrong. They are finishing a      
paragraph now about Apollo 11 and the first moon landing. The growth in third grade writing skills has been 

phenomenal! They’ll also get a chance to examine how the expanses 
of space has captivated the minds of artists and authors. We’ll will 
also be jumping into narrative writing, which is almost always a      
welcome relief after a quarter and a half of expository writing. It 
gives us a chance to use our imaginations a little bit more! 

In math, we’re going to start working on finding the area of               
rectangles. Area is a big concept with real world applications. It’ll be a 
nice tangible way to put our multiplication skills to work! Multiplication 
fluency stays as a top priority. One great way to support this at 
home is having your student sing their skip counting songs to you. 
(See if you can guess the tune!) 

The third grade team has a lot to appreciate this holiday season. We are grateful for the great support 
we see from home. We are grateful for the lightbulb moments with get to see with your students. We 
are grateful for the growth we’ve seen. Most of all, we’re grateful for our awesome third-graders! Have 
a wonderful Winter Break and, as always, feel free to reach out to us with any questions or concerns. 
Fourth Grade News 
In fourth grade reading we are analyzing how the setting of a 
story can affect the plot and the character’s feelings using the 
novel, Hatchet. In writing, we continue to work on writing          
expository paragraphs with text evidence to support our        
answers and are building on our explanations. In math, fourth 
graders are working to finish up multiplication and then will be 
starting on fractions! What a great time to be a PART of Fourth 
Grade!  

 

 
Fifth Grade News 
During the month of December we will be wrapping up module two. 
To demonstrate their learning and understanding of wordplay and        
figurative language, students will be tested in analyzing dramas and   
poetry. We will be finishing up our fantasy book, The Wizard of Oz, 
which students have really enjoyed. Your student will also be taking 
iReady testing in reading and math, so please ensure that your    
student is receiving the best amount of sleep. Also remember to 
take this time to enjoy your family and friends during the much 
needed break. Happy holidays from the fifth grade team!                           
      (Continued on next page) 



Fifth Grade News (continued) 
During the last few weeks of our first semester we will be 
working on transitioning from expository writing to narrative 
writing. The purpose of narrative writing is that the student can 
write about experiences or events using descriptive details and 
sequential order. In Science we will be concluding our lessons on 
Physical and Chemical Changes and moving on to Forces of      
Nature. This lesson is broken up into 4 sections; Motion, Forces 
and Motion, Work and Energy and Simple Machines. 
 
To help students be more successful, students should be working 
on their multiplication and division fluency at home. Students 
have an account for online flashcards that would be a great resource for them while at home. Students 
have been working very hard in math, so make sure to enjoy your break and rest up for the rest of the 
school year. Happy holidays!  
 

Special Education News 
Winter is upon us, and the end of the first semester is rapidly approaching. Make sure your student has 
adequate clothing for the weather, and don’t forget to label jackets, hats and gloves with your child’s 
name. “Middle of Year'' district testing will occur in the coming weeks. Students will show their growth on 
iReady and DIBELS benchmark assessments before winter break begins. Students will benefit from a good 

night’s sleep, a healthy breakfast and getting to 
school on time in the remaining weeks before winter 
break. Check Class Dojo for details on upcoming test 
dates and holiday activities. IEP goal progress reports 
will be sent out with report cards. Reach out to your 
child’s case manager with any questions. Winter break 
starts December 17th. During the break, take the       
opportunity to read with your child and explore holiday 
favorites or new stories that spark your children’s 
interests. Connect as a family on the days off of 
school by playing card games and baking for the      
holidays to increase number sense and math skills. 
Wishing all a wonderful holiday season and a fabulous 
new year!  

 

Music News 
Hey Panthers! During the month of December, students will be focusing 
on identifying different dynamics within music. They younger kids will be 
moving and grooving to music while the older kids participate in activities 
that have them perform dynamics on instruments. Don't forget that 
the 1st Grade Winter Concert is coming up on December 9th! Catch the 
1st Grade students perform 4 wonderful winter themed songs before 
parting off for Winter Break!  

 
Physical Education News 

Congratulations to Mrs. Durham and her family on the 
birth of Brody Jay Durham. Both mom and baby are    
doing well!  During Mrs. Durham’s absence, we welcome 
Mrs. Waite as our guest teacher to keep the ball rolling. 
Happy holidays to all and remember to stay active during 
the break. 



Art News 
Five students had art chosen to represent our school in an HSD2 art show at the Sand Creek Library.     
Israel L. Sanchez, Hector Y. Lopez Ceballos, Eliana L. Mann, Jewel A. Alexander and Maliyah N. King. Please  
congratulate them when you see them! 

We have been very busy in the Art Room! 

Kindergarteners have been learning about books and illustrators. We made a 
Scribble hand puppet and a setting to re-enact Scribble’s story. Then we made 
rainbow corn! What is rainbow corn? Ask a kindergartener what it is, where it 
came from and what you can do with it. Also ask your kindergartener if they 
are an artist …. The answer is YES! And they can make art anywhere! 

1st Grades also made Scribble hand puppets and a setting. We are going to be 
making ‘smeer’ snowflakes. What is a ‘smeer’ snowflake? It is a piece of art 
that will make you smile and feel happy! Are they all white? Well …. What color 
makes YOU happy??? 

2nd Graders are learning a lot about architecture, balance and symmetry. We 
had an awesome time making our very own Symmetrical Centennial building 
fronts. Ask us what a ‘line of symmetry’ is. Ask a 2nd grader to find something 
in nature that is symmetrical and has a line of symmetry. 

3rd Graders are creating a 3D winter city. We were all architects and designed a building from a box. We are 
also making other 3D props to add to our winter scene. Do you know what the Aurora Borealis is? Ask a 3rd 
grader! 

4th Grade has been learning about landscapes, cityscapes and now one-point perspective. We are having fun 
using paint sticks and blending colors. Maybe a holiday scene is next. 

5th Graders have spent a very long time learning about the Ute peoples, the indigenous people who used to 
use the area we live in for their hunting grounds. We have learned about cave painting and made our own 
Ute inspired cave art installation. One of our very own 5th graders designed a cave that Art Club then built 
out of a big tv box. We hung our cave art in and on the cave. We now have a cave to visit in our art room. 

 
Library/Media Center News 
It’s hard to believe that we are almost half way through the school year. Winter Break is right around the 

corner and as a reminder, the PPLD PowerPass is always up and running to 
keep your child(ren) reading 
during the break. The         
PPLD PowerPass is FREE        
to all HSD2 students. 
 
In December, Kindergarten through 2nd grade students will be introduced 
to STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) activities. As students 
explore with their minds and with their senses, they will be observing,    
asking questions, designing, building, testing, solving problems, and learning 
how to work well with others.  
 
3rd through 5th grade students will be completing their Microsoft       
PowerPoint presentation - My Christmas Wish List with a Twist.  
This presentation will help the “older” generation understand what gifts 
and gadgets are popular with “younger” generation. 
 

Happy holidays! I wish you and your family a warm and healthy Christmas and a New Year filled with      
wonderful adventures!  

PPLD PowerPass Login  

PPLD Card #:  HSD2_ _ _ _ _ _ (Student I.D. #) 
PIN#: _ _ _ _  (Birth month and day only - 4 digits) 



District Corner News 
We strive to keep you adequately informed about the direction of D2. Please take advantage of being in 
the know! Here are some things you should know:  

• Choice Enrollment is open for the 2022-2023 school year. Choice is for out-of-district students and    
in-district students who wish to attend a school other than their home school. This is the time to    
request to enroll your 2022-2023 kindergarten student if you would like them to attend a different 
school other than their neighborhood school. Do you have a student who will move up to middle or high 
school next year? Make sure to complete a choice form for them if they wish to attend a school 
that is not your home school. Students currently attending out-of district schools or charter schools 
must provide the most recent attendance record, discipline record, and grades/transcript from their 
current school as supporting documents. Visit www.hsd2.org/studentsupport for information. 

 
D2 is now offering FREE Adult Education classes and Workforce Assistance! Contact us to see if you    
qualify for a free degree or workplace certification. You can develop English communication skills for  
work, school, and community involvement. Must be age 17 or older.  

Available Classes:   
• English as a Second Language  
• Adult Basic Education (Literacy) 
Classes Coming Soon  
• High School Equivalency: GED (Reading, Social Studies, Math, Science) 
Workforce Certifications 
Health care professions, Cybersecurity, IT, Education, and more!  
Sign up now for Orientation and Placement Testing:  
Adult Education and Workforce Sign Up Form - English 
Adult Education and Workforce Sign Up Form - Spanish 
Orientation and Placement Testing Dates:   
• December 14-16  
Orientation and Placement Testing Location:  
•      HSD2 Administration Building, 1060 Harrison Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80905  

 
 
  

Sun Mon Tue 
A Day 

Wed 
B Day 

Thu 
C Day 

Fri 
D Day 

Sat 

   1 2 
Food Drive 
Sierra HS @ 11:30  

3 4 

5 6 Hanukkah Ends  
Late Start 
9:45 AM 

7 8 9 
1st Grade Musical 
5:00 PM 

10 11 
Food Drive 
Sierra HS @ 11:30  

12 13 
Late Start 
9:45 AM 

14 15 16 2nd Qtr. Ends 
Las Posadas 
Begins 

17  NO SCHOOL 
Winter Break 
Begins 

18 

19 20 21   22 23 24 
 

25 

26               
Happy       
Kwanzaa 

27 28 29 30 31  

Winter Break - No School 
December 17, 2021 (Friday) through January 05, 2022 

Students return on January 06, 2022 (Thursday) 

December 2021 


